
                                       MOSSY BANK PARK COMMITTEE  - Minutes 

                          May 14, 2025  -  4:30 PM   Ted Markham Nature Center 

Members attending:  Anne Keddy, Eleata Mitchell, Taylor Crowe, Brian Markham, Jason Couser, 

Scott Burg, Jeff Muller, Randy Weidner.  Guest: Casey Saltsman 

The minutes from the April meeting, previously distributed, were approved. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

     Hemlock/Adelgid issues:  Hemlocks within the drive-around have been sprayed with two 

agents to treat the adelgid infestation there.  No further news from the Cornell sampling. 

     Slash wall project: Signs with Q/R codes explaining the work are available and Bob Plaskov 

will place them appropriately.  Jason is establishing the cost of materials for constructing 

stairways over the wall and a viewing platform.  It was suggested funds could come out of the 

BBQ account or the Donations account.  Members who have seen the project recently have not 

noticed any undue erosion from rains. 

     New parking area and arboretum:  Eleata reported the arboretum subcommittee has met, 

worked out a design plan, and priced fill and trees for planting ( 3 each of 21 species known to 

be in the park).  They will also need to consider the cost of a fence and tree ID tags.  The Village 

grant writer will be looking for possible state grants to help cover costs. Members were asked to 

identify citizens, including children, willing to write recommendation letters to include with any 

grant proposal.  Arbor day plantings by school children, and buying a tree as a donation were 

also mentioned. Jason suggested BOCES students might be able to remove logging debris and 

prepare the site with a dozer. The committee walked to the site after the meeting and other 

surfacing ideas were entertained.  Bob is working on finding an archway entrance to be located 

between the parking area and the origin of the main park roads.  It is anticipated the welcome 

sign now at the off-season parking site would be moved to adjacent to the archway. 

     Casey will work on the Nature Center siding repair when weather and other duties allow. 

     Nature center opening: Bob is looking into surveillance cameras that Casey could monitor on 

his phone, and when available, he is willing to open the Nature Center when he works at the 

park.  With this in effect, it will not be necessary for members to volunteer on Sundays. 

     Jeff Parker from Soil and Water plans to fix a hole near the creek bridge when he can get to it. 

     Future Programs:  July 12, Sat., 10 AM Randy will lead a walk around the pond looking for 

dragonflies;  August 2, Sat., 10 AM Bob will conduct a walk to the slash wall project;  August 16, 

Sat., 10 AM Joe Garber will do a beekeeping presentation;  Sept. 13, Sat., 10 AM Greg Longwell 

will do a local geology presentation.   We could do an Oct. program if anyone has an idea. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

     A new bench will be placed at the junction of the Purple and Yellow trails.  Pad has been 

poured and bench assembled to be placed when concrete dries. 

 



NEW BUSINESS (cont) 

     Jeep on trails:  Casey noticed headlights in the woods one morning and stopped a man 

driving a jeep on the trails.  Village police were called, issued him a warning and he is banned 

from the park for a year. 

     Eleata demonstrated operation of the new window shades and noted a commemorative 

plaque. 

     There was a request from the public about posting a directional sign to the park on CR 10 

heading toward Bath. 

     Jason noted that to help people locate the park, we may want to put on our website the 

address of each pavilion and other structure at the park designated by the fire number. 

     Eleata drew the committee’s attention to some recent Facebook posts about the slash walls. 

     The committee viewed the large oak by the big pavilion, and while it would benefit from 

trimming out some dead limbs, it looked healthier than last year and did not need to be taken 

down. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:45 PM after the walk to the new parking site. 

NEXT MEETING: Wednesday June 11 at 4:30 PM at the Nature Center. 

Respectfully submitted,  Randy Weidner 


