MOSSY BANK PARK COMMITTEE MEETING - Minutes
March 12, 2025 - 4:40 PM Village Street Department

Members attending: Anne Keddy; Scott Burg; Keith Joint; Brian Markham; Eleata Mitchell; Jason
Couser; Randy Weidner. Guest: Emily Bonk, Regional Forester from NYDEC

The minutes from the February meeting, previously distributed via e-mail, were approved.
OLD BUSINESS:

Reforestation project: A suggestion was made to have a dozer smooth out the rutted roads
and drag-outs.

Hemlock treatments: Zeb Strickland will be hired to treat the trees inside the drive-around
and possibly some adjacent to the road on the outside. He expected to spray in mid-April.

Parking area/Arboretum: Keith investigated the potential grant, spoke with the Village grant
writer and officials at DEC, and found the uses we anticipated for this grant were ideal, but
unfortunately, we would not be able to supply all the necessary information before the
deadline. We were encouraged to pursue the grant if available again next year. A
subcommittee of Keith, Eleata, and Randy will be formed to establish the dimensions of a
parking area and plan for tree plantings in the remaining space.

Entranceway sign and arch: Bob Plaskov is looking into having BOCES build an arch.
Questions were raised about using the Village’s restoration grant to pay for the arch, the gravel
for the parking area, and for tree planting.

Invasive spraying: Spraying to limit invasive plants within the slash walls will be contracted in
a year or two after seeing which plants return within the slash walls.

Nature center siding: Jason reported Casey Saltsman will be hired again as summer park
attendant, and he should be able to address nature center repairs.

Direct donations: Jeff still investigating

Opening Nature Center: The proposal to leave the Nature Center open the days the
attendant is present is dependent on camera monitoring at the Village Police station and Bob is
still looking into that.

Window shades: After investigating options, Eleata and Brian recommend a new style of
shade for the Nature Center windows. The committee agreed to hire Stevens Paint and Shades
to install the shades with a lifetime guarantee for $2872.00 to be taken from the Bates
donations.

Programs: April 10, Thurs. @ 7 PM, Raptor presentation by Dave Schenck; May 3, Sat.@ 7
AM, Bird Walk led by Randy Weidner; May 10, Sat. 10 AM, Lessons from the Adir Trail by
Melanie Wood; August ?, Sat. 10 AM, Beekeeping by Joe Garber; late August, Sat. 10 AM,
Slashwall walk by Bob Plaskov; September 13, Sat. 10 AM, Geology by Greg Longwell; TBD,
What is Happening with Keuka Lake Fish by DEC.

NEW BUSINESS:



Emily Bonk requested a guided tour of the Slash Wall Project for DEC officials and local
foresters for the purpose of their continuing education. It was suggested to arrange with Bob
Plaskov. Randy volunteered to assist.

Emily also offered tools and the DEC’s store of acorns to plant within the slash walls, and the
committee approved.

Date to Clean Nature Center and stain new window frames will be Monday March 24 at 9
AM.

Meeting adjourned at 5:25 PM.
NEXT MEETING: April 9, 4:30 PM at the Village Street Dept.

Respectfully submitted, Randy Weidner.



