
                                                   MOSSY BANK PARK COMMITTEE -  Minutes 

                                           April 9, 2025 -  4:30 PM  Ted Markham Nature Center 

Members attending:  Anne Keddy, Andy Barbato, Bob Plaskov, Jason Couser, Scott Burg, Taylor Crowe, Randy 

Weidner    Guest: Emily Bonk, DEC Forester 

The minutes from the March meeting, previously distributed, were approved. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

     Reforestation project: Bob reported that he has seen only one tree inside the walls broken by wind, and it 

was an invasive Norway Maple.   Jason reported the Village crew will build two sets of stairs up over the slash 

walls, and a viewing platform.  Taylor has constructed new trails for hiking and biking that link Magee Rd. to 

the upper park.  Acorns donated by DEC were planted in the smaller slash wall site on 3/23 by Emily Bonk and 

park volunteers.  Emily Bonk reported there may be a New York Society of American Foresters event at the 

park to view the slash walls. 

     Hemlock issues:  Bob expects Zeb Strickland to spray the trees enclosed by the drive-around later this 

month.  Randy reported that the Cornell team hoped to visit on 4/15 to take twig samples and look for 

evidence of predatory flies and beetles. 

     Invasive spraying inside the slash walls:  It will be a year or two before this will be done. 

     New parking area and arboretum:  Keith, Eleata, and Randy staked out the new parking area to 

accommodate 15 vehicles.  Jason advised we make it deeper to accommodate school buses, and allow for 

parked cars backing out to do so in the parking area and not the road.  Jason hoped to get BOCES students to 

clear away the stumps and logging debris and push the stones left by the loggers toward the road to serve as a 

base for the parking area.  Once that work is done, topsoil can be spread and a winding path laid out around 

plots of representative trees growing in the park. 

     Entrance arch/sign:  A donation of $500.00 in memory of Tim Fuller was secured for this project.  Bob is still 

investigating arch designs and will make a recommendation in the future. 

     Nature Center siding:  Casey will work on this when he can. 

     Direct deposit donations: Jeff’s report pending.  Suggestions for a donation box at the Nature Center were 

entertained, but this will be influenced by monitoring capabilities. 

     Camera surveillance of an open Nature Center:  The police department will not be able to monitor the 

Nature Center, but installation of cameras that can link to Casey’s cell phone and notify him whenever 

someone enters, plus provide a record, are possible.  The Nature Center would only be open when Casey is at 

the park and he feels it appropriate, and a sign advising the public of surveillance will be posted outside. 

     Nature Center windows:  Brian finished staining the trim and blinds are ordered. 

     Nature Center cleaning:  Committee members cleaned the Nature Center 3/24. 

     Programs:  April 10, Thurs. 7:00 PM- Dave Schenck on Falconry;  May 3, Sat. 7:00 AM- Randy Weidner’s Bird 

walk;  May 10, Sat. !0:00 AM- Melanie Wood’s Lessons from the Appalachian Trail;  August 2, Sat. 10:00 AM- 

Bob Plaskov’s Slash Wall walk;  August ?, Joe Garber on Beekeeping;  Sept. 13, 10:00 AM- Greg Longwell on 

Local Geology;  TBD- DEC fisheries on What’s Happening in Keuka Lake? 



NEW BUSINESS: 

     A new bench for the park donated by Samantha Calkins needs to be placed at a spot easy to reach.  

Somewhere close to the drive-around, the pond site, or possibly a short way out the Purple Trail before the 

slash wall were suggested. 

     Anne suggested anyone that might be associated with the unofficial “Mossy Bank Park” Facebook site 

please consider changing the title to e.g. ‘Friends of Mossy Bank Park’.  There was some discussion that 

perhaps the unofficial site is gone now. 

     Eleata in absentia advised the committee that Ethan Tapper, Vermont State Forester and author of “How to 

Love a Forest”, is available for programs, in person or virtual.  Considering the significant cost, the Committee 

declined to pursue the proposal.   

     Eagles: Birds have been seen near the nest below the park, and Bob advised they seemed to have an active 

nest in a tall pine, visible from Babcock Hollow Rd. looking up river near the railroad tracks. 

Meeting adjourned at 5:28 PM.   

NEXT MEETING: May 14, 4:30 PM at the Nature Center. 

Respectfully submitted,  Randy Weidner 

 

      

      


