
                                                  MOSSY BANK PARK COMMITTEE MEETING  -  Minutes 

                                        February 12, 2025  -  4:30 PM    Village of Bath Street Department  

Members attending:  Anne Keddy, Eleata Mitchell, Keith Joint, Taylor Crowe, Andy Barbato, Brian Markham, 

Jason Couser, Jeff Muller, Bob Plaskov, Randy Weidner 

The minutes from the January meeting, distributed previously, were approved. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

     Reforestation project:  Bob reported the project is completed and recouped $8, 546.13 more, which covered 

the work done in both plots.  Future work under consideration includes: Rehab to the new roadway created to 

remove the logs; constructing steep staircases over the slash wall in places to allow access; constructing an 

observation platform; and converting a portion of the staging area to a parking lot, replanting trees in the rest of 

that area. Eleata and Randy met Emily Bonk from DEC to discuss applying for a Community Reforestation Grant, 

which has a minimum amount of $150,000.  The committee discussed including the cost of the stairs and 

platform, topsoil and trees for the staging area, the costs of future herbicidal treatments to keep invasives out of 

the reforestation plots, and the cost of necessary spraying for HWA inside the drive-around to reach the required 

amount for the grant.  Committee members will meet with 2 pesticide applicators Friday, 2/14, and request 

estimates for the HWA and invasive spraying work.  Eleata, Randy, and Keith offered to look into the grant more 

after the spraying quotes.  The new parking area was proposed for 15 cars, 25 feet deep from the road, leaving 

23,800 square feet for replanting trees.  Bob and Jason will look into relocating the gate closer to the new 

parking area, and a possible overhead arching sign.  Bob and Randy met Pat Dormer from DEC who plans to 

return in February sometime and fly a drone to photograph the two reforestation plots.  Meanwhile, Bob 

reported a flyover with a thermal drone detected foxes, but no deer inside the slash walls, despite many deer 

tracks all around the slash walls.  Finally, Taylor has been working on new trails and connectors around the 

reforestation plots which he feels will be ready for the bike race on August 3. 

     Land donation: Bob reported the plot he plans to give to the park has been surveyed and the donation 

paperwork is underway. 

     Nature Center issues:   If there is old trim after the windows were installed, Jason will remove it.  Brian offered 

to stain the new wood.  Eleata offered to find window coverings.  Repair and maintenance of the siding will be 

considered in warmer weather.  Brian will work on a display of tree bark and wood.   

     Diseased trees:  Jason will fell the dead ash at the pond site and the committee granted approval to a private 

individual who offered to take the wood away.  It was decided to wait until spring to decide on the diseased oak 

by the big pavilion; and to be sure to comply with advised optimal timing for cutting oaks to avoid Oak Wilt. 

     Direct Nature center donations:  Jeff is still looking into this. 

     2025 Nature programs:   ? April -  Changes in Keuka Lake fish by DEC biologist – Keith will contact;                  

May 3 – Bird walk – Randy will conduct;  May 10 – Lessons from Hiking the Appalachian Trail – Melanie Wood;  

Others:   Geology – Greg Longwell – Eleata will contact;   Beekeeping – Joe Garber -  Brian will contact;    Tour of 

the Reforestation project – Bob will conduct;   Falconry/Birds of Prey – Talor will discuss with Dave Schenk 

NEW BUSINESS: 

     Anne reported we received a FOIL request and it has been addressed. 

     Bob reported a new Bobcat mount, and an Opossum and Grey Fox mount will be added to the Nature center. 

     Bob proposed, and a majority agreed, to try opening the Nature Center this summer when the park attendant 

(Casey) is there.  Signage and monitoring cameras attended by the Village Police would provide security. 

Meeting adjourned: 5:55 PM.   NEXT MEETING: March 12, 4:30 PM at the Village Street Dept. 

Respectfully submitted,  Randy Weidner 


