
                                 MOSSY BANK PARK COMMITTEE MEETING  -  Minutes 

                               June 12, 2024  -  4:30 PM     Ted Markham Nature Center 

 

Attendance:  Anne Keddy, Brian Markham, Eleata Mitchell, Scott Burg, Andy Barbato, Taylor Crowe, Jeff 

Muller, Casey Saltsman, Randy Weidner 

The May minutes, previously distributed by e-mail, were approved. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

     Timbering and slash wall project:  The consulting forester and Bob are working with a prospective 

logger who needs to acquire some equipment to properly do the job. 

     HWA update:  The researchers from Cornell have visited twice to sample for the survival of Silver flies 

released at the park.  To date, none have been recovered.  However, they continue to notice the beetles 

that prey on HWA; but the trees are steadily worse. 

     Sunday afternoons:  A list of times people have signed up to cover the Nature Center was distributed.  

Anne also gave keys to anyone needing them.  Brian had 11 visitors on the first Sunday the center was 

open. 

     Foot Brushes:  Anne has submitted our request but has not yet heard back.  It was decided to change 

our list of invasives we hope to exclude, substituting Jumping Worms for Multiflora Rose. 

     Magee Road access:  No further issues; and this access is being regularly used.  Some visitors still find 

the posted signs offensive.  We are waiting to hear the report from Bob Plaskov and he Village attorney. 

     New windows for the Nature Center:  The village approved the offer by the Markhams to donate new 

windows.  Measurements were made and the order has been placed.  Upon arrival of the windows, 

installation by the Village Crew or some committee volunteers will be scheduled. 

     Nature Center repairs:  Anne notified Jason about what needed to be done (ie staining, flashing repair, 

etc.) and Jason will arrange for these repairs as time allows. 

     Direct donations through our website:  An attachment to the agenda outlined extensive discussions 

Anne had with the Village Clerk.  The main issue seemed to be that municipalities are not allowed to 

seek donations, and a clic button on our site might be so construed.  There was also discussion as to in 

which account any donation might be directed.  The committee did not wish to pursue 501 (c) (3) tax 

status due to the burdensome bureaucratic regulations that entailed.  Jeff volunteered to speak with Bob 

Plaskov and the Village attorney to see how this matter might be handled. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

     Next program:  Thursday, June 20, 7:00 PM at the Nature Center – Invasive Land Plants by Matt Gallo 

     Casey Saltsman presented a list of suggestions for approval and some informational material: 

             Casey suggested we might place blue barrels in the park for recyclable bottles, and claim the cash 

returns rather than just throwing them in regular trash.  The Committee approved the idea. 

             Casey also suggested we install wall-hung baby changing stations in the rest rooms.  The 

Committee agreed and Anne will ask Jason to look into acquiring and installing these stations. 

              Casey has noticed excessive moisture in the restrooms.  Consideration was given to 

dehumidifiers or venting fans.  The restrooms do have fans but they only run when the lights are on 

which happens automatically when someone enters.  It was suggested rewiring the fans with humidity 



sensors so they run whenever needed.  The Committee approved the second option and Anne will have 

Jason look into it. 

NEW BUSINESS (cont.) 

          It was noticed that these has been some vandalism damage to the Overlook Pavilion, part of the 

fencing kicked out.  Repairs will be effected. 

          Casey mentioned that he was often finding spent cans of de-icer discarded at the overlook, and 

earlier at the pond pavilion.  He noted this material is often found as part of illicit drug use.  He 

recognized the perpetrators and asked them not to return to the park, which seems to have worked, 

Casey cautioned anyone about picking up and disposing those cans, and instead report it to him and he 

will properly dispose of them.  Casey has made the Village Police aware of the issue and notes they have 

visited the park more since. 

     Eleata pointed out we still have information sheets on a forestry project long since ended.  Those 

information sheets will be removed and discarded. 

 

MEETING ADJOUNED at 5:25 PM 

 

NEXT MEETING:  September 11, 4:30 PM at the Ted Markham Nature Center 

 

Respectfully submitted,  Randy Weidner 


