
                                   MOSSY BANK PARK COMMITTEE MEETING  -  Minutes 

                                   May 8, 2024 -  4:35 PM   Ted Markham Nature Center 

 

Attendance: Anne Keddy, Eleata Mitchell, Keith Joint, Taylor Crowe, Bob Plaskov, Brian Markham, Andy 

Barbaro, Scott Burg, Randy Weidner 

The April minutes, previously distributed via e-mail, were approved. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

     Timbering and Slash wall:  Bob and the forester have met with three loggers and will meet with a 

fourth to try to find someone who can do the project.  The April Nature Center program on this topic was 

well received. 

     Keith reported there were no Northern Long-eared bat roosts nearby, so that should not interfere 

with the logging proposal. 

     Randy reported that the representatives from Cornell and the New York Hemlock Initiative were at 

the park and took twig samples looking for the presence of adelgid predators.  There was evidence on 

some twigs of HWA predation.  They will share results when available. 

     Programs:  

         May 11, Sat. 7:00 AM – Birdwalk and coffee and donut refreshments – Randy Weidner 

         June 20, Thur. 7:00 PM – Invasive Land Plants – Matt Gallo 

         Aug. 8, Thur. 7:00 PM – End of Season Raptor survey summary – Eleana Greco 

         Aug. 10, Sat. 10:00 AM – Cisco Stocking in Keuka Lake from Bath Fish Hatchery – Chuck Wlasniewski 

         Aug. ?                           - Time in Nature for Health and Wellness – Jackie Havens 

         Sept. 26, Thur. 7:00 PM – Night Sky – Greg Longwell 

         Oct. 5, Sat. 10:00 AM – Animal Tracking – Madeline Wlasniewski 

        Also note: Bike Race – Sunday Aug. 4 

NEW BUSINESS: 

         Sign-up sheet for Sunday coverage at the Nature Center was circulated. 

         Boot Brushes:  It was agreed to accept an offer from NY PRISM for three boot brushes to help stop 

the spread of invasive species.  Brian said he would pick them up and put them together.  One would be 

at the winter parking area, one at the park map kiosk, and the third on Magee Rd. pending landowner 

agreement.  There will be an educational sign as well at each site highlighting 4 invasives (Garlic 

Mustard, Japanese Barberry, Bush Honeysuckle, and Multiflora Rose).  Anne will fill out the application 

and submit it. 

     Magee Rd. access:  There have been inquiries from the public about access to the park from Magee 

Rd.  The current private owners may be challenging people’s use of the road.  Apparently, there is legal 

precedent that a once public road will remain open to the public, despite no longer being maintained 

and traversing private land, as long as it continues to be used (walking or vehicles).  Bob will look into it 

more and speak with the Village attorney, possibly pursuing legal action against the current landowners 

if necessary to ensure public access. 

 



NEW BUSINESS (cont.): 

     Nature Center windows:  The Committee agreed to gratefully accept an offer by Brian Markham and 

his sisters to purchase replacement vinyl windows for the Nature Center if the Village crew can install 

them.  After some discussion, it was agreed they would be sliding windows, UV protected, brown outside 

and white inside. 

     Donations: Brian suggested and all agreed there be a link on the park website to facilitate direct 

donations to the Nature Center.  Anne will discuss with the site administrator. 

     Eleata reviewed items of upkeep and repair for the Nature Center:   

               The log exterior needs to be cleaned and stained.   

                There is rust on the bottom of the double doors. 

                The metal flashing around the exterior base of the Nature Center has been damaged.  It would 

be difficult to replace by the way it was installed.   

                 Consideration should be given to trench around the exterior and fill it with gravel to catch rain 

run-off and obviate the grass mower from getting close to the building. 

                  Consideration might be given to place gravel in the parking area in front of the Nature Center. 

           No decisions were made regarding these matters beyond discussing with Jason and seeing if the 

park summer attendant might not clean and stain the building. 

 

MEETING ADSJOURNED 5:40 PM 

 

NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday June 12, 4:30 PM at the Ted Markham Nature Center in the park 

 

Respectfully submitted,  Randy Weidner 

      


