
                               MOSSY BANK PARK COMMITTEE MEETING  -  Minutes 

                           January 10, 2024  -  4:30 PM      Village Street Department 

 

Attendance:  Anne Keddy,  Jeff Muller,  Scott Burg,  Bob Plaskov,  Jason Causer,  Randy Widner 

The December minutes, previously distributed by e-mail, were approved.  

OLD BUSINESS: 

       Timbering and slash wall project:  Forestry consultant Jim Shuyler and Bob Plaskov have worked five 

days marking trees to be saved and marking boundaries for the cutting, and should finish the work with 

one more day, Thursday 1/11.  Again, committee members were welcomed to observe.  Members who 

previously attended were pleased with the process and commented on Jim’s understanding of the forest 

and our management desires, and pleasantly surprised at how many hardwoods were to be saved.  In 

the areas to be cut, Jim has identified 19 species of hardwoods and two conifers, including the hemlocks.  

He plans to save several healthy oaks and hard maples, some birch and beech, and even a few hemlock 

to reseed the cuttings.  Jim believes there will be enough timber to pay for the project.  Bob will work 

with the Village to acquire final approval, complete any legal matters, environmental impact 

requirements, etc.  It was agreed to also have a DEC forester review the project now that trees are 

marked, then hire a logger.  Once the project is contracted, the Committee will embark on a public 

notification effort to include newspapers, local radio, public meetings, and more.  The information 

currently at the park kiosk will be placed on the park web site.  Signs in the park explaining the project 

once underway will refer readers to the kiosk and possibly have a QR code with the same information. 

     Website:  Levi will be working with Darrell Buckly to make the necessary changes and have Darrell 

assume responsibility for the site. 

     New map:  Andy will contact Taylor about a necessary change and other map matters. 

     Over/under bike ramp:  The Committee would like to see a schematic of the structure before 

approval.  There was general agreement that the structure not be permanent. 

     Trail brochures:  Anne asked for evaluation and recommendation for changes of the general park 

brochure.  It was agreed a better map was needed, but no other changes mentioned.  Anne noted the 

two trail brochures were badly out of date.  Scott agreed to review the one for the Purple Trail.  Randy 

will review the one for the Red Trail. 

     Dead trees at park:  Jason reported the Village crew cut five dead trees since the last meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

     Scott volunteered to look into the state of the observatory building at the pond site. 

     Jason reported that due to the recent wind storm, two trees at the pond site, and seven others at the 

main park were damaged or down, as was a power wire going out to the overlook.  The Village crew will 

address this 1/11. 

     Programs for 2024:   Anne asked for suggestions of programs and that they be finalized by the first 

program in April so we can hand out a schedule.  Programs to consider:  

                               Animal Tracking- By the DEC presenter who had to cancel last year 

                               Night Sky – Greg Longwell 

                                Birdwalk in spring -  Randy 



                                 Fish hatchery program on the cisco stockings in Keuka Lake 

                                  Solar power presentation 

                                  Time in Nature / Wellness program 

                                  Invasive upland plants – tied into our timbering project 

                                   Wooly Adelgid program for the public 

     Anne reported Jay Maslyn tendered his resignation as a Committee member.  Given Tara Buck’s recent 

resignation too, we might consider adding two new members.  Keith Joint, Brian Markham, and Mike 

Walden were names offered for consideration. 

     There was a request to post Randy’s natural history articles on the Mossy Bank Park website.  Randy 

will consider this, but does not want to feel pressured to produce a weekly article, and mentioned that 

some articles may not have much applicability for the park. 

     Meeting was adjourned at 5:52 PM. 

 

NEXT MEETING:  Wednesday, February 14, 4:30 PM at the Village Street dept., Wilson Ave. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  Randy Weidner 


