
                                    MOSSY BANK PARK COMMITTEE MEETING  -  Minutes 

                              September 11, 2024  -  4:30 PM    Ted Markham Nature Center 

 

Attendance:  Eleata Mitchell, Jeff Muller, Bob Plaskov, Scott Burg, Taylor Crowe, Keith Joint, Brian 

Markham, Randy Weidner 

The Minutes from the June meeting was previously distributed. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

     Timbering and slash wall project: Bob reported that he has contracted with a timbering crew which is 

working now in his woods. Representatives from this crew, Bob, Jeff, and Keith have planned a visit to 

the Arnot Forest where they will meet with our forestry consultants and Dr. Smallidge to see the slash 

walls there and learn about what is involved to build them in the park.  While this timber crew has never 

done slash walls, if after the Arnot Forest visit they feel they could do the park project, Bob will seek 

Village Board approval and they could start as early as October.  They would plan to start at the plot 

bordering Bob’s property on the southeast section of the park.  Bob also mentioned he plans to donate 

to the Village 8 acres of his woods adjacent to this plot.  There was discussion about public information 

(radio and in the Shopper), trail signs regarding the work, and possibly even closing the gate on some 

days during the work, or at least a prominent sign at the gate warning about logging trucks, etc.  When 

to do the public notices and signs will depend on when we know for sure the start date for the work.  

     HWA update:  The adelgids are in their summer dormancy but extensive damage to the trees is 

evident in the park.  No further news from Cornell about control insects. 

     Sunday park visitations:  The number of visitors was quite variable, but generally low.  There was a 

suggestion to post a sign on the kiosk or possibly the gate informing visitors of when the Nature Center is 

open.  There is interest in discussing this activity before next summer. 

     Foot Brushes:  The provider of the brushes will include Jumping Worms on our signs, but no 

information yet on when we will get them. 

     Magee Rd. usage:  Bob said he discussed the access issue with the Village attorney and they feel there 

is legal precedent to preserve this access for the public; and there are at least two legal actions possible 

if the landowners resist.  He advised the public start using this access anytime for as long as they wish. 

     New windows for the Nature Center:  Windows are at the village barn and Brian, Scott, Jason and 

Casey will work out getting them installed.  Eleata said Mark Mitchell is also willing to help. 

     Direct donations through the website:  Still awaiting input from the Village attorney. 

     Nature Center repairs:  Cleaning, staining, and flashing repair will likely follow window installation as 

can be scheduled by Jason and Casey. 

     Children’s programs:  FYI - Campbell/Savona schools never contacted Anne for a program this year. 

     Nature Center Programs:  There were quality presentations but disappointing attendance overall. 

     Diaper changing stations in the restrooms:  Not yet installed.  Need to check with Jason. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

     Remaining programs:   Thurs. Sept. 26, 7:00 PM – The Night Sky with Greg Longwell 

                                               Sat. Oct. 12, 10:00 AM – Animal Tracking by Madeline Wlasniewski 

 



     Culvert jam:  A recent heavy rainstorm blocked the culvert on the steam that drains the pond where it 

runs under the trail up from Magee Rd.  Water overran the trail and eroded a ditch down toward the 

footbridge over the other, now dry, creek.  Scott has discussed this with Jeff Parker from Steuben Soil and 

Water who helped plan the project.  They expect to use an excavator to open the upstream side of the 

culvert.  What to do with the cleared debris is a question, but possibly Jason’s crew could use it to fill and 

repair the eroded trench. Scott and Jeff will work with Jeff and Jason on getting this corrected. 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 5:20 PM 

 

NEXT MEETING:  October 9, 4:30 PM at the Nature Center 

 

Respectfully submitted,  Randy Weidner 

 

 

 


