
Mossy Bank Park
1963 to the Present



How it all began…
a little pre-history



The history of the park starts with the Davenport Home for Girls, also known 
as the Davenport Home for Female Orphan Children. (Photo from Windows
Live Photo Gallery)



The home was built by Ira and Charles Davenport 
in 1864 to support, educate, and care for orphan
and destitute girls of Steuben County and surrounding
areas.  It was 3 stories and could accommodate 75 girls.
The home was demolished in 1958, and the estate was
left to the Village of Bath.



In 1963, the face of the embankment was struck by lightning, starting a 
forest fire that burned for days, as there was no way to reach it with fire 
equipment to put it out. (Photo from Windows Live Photo Gallery and not 
of the park area itself)



Airplanes sprayed water on the fire, 
and fire roads were built through the
woods to the cliff to enable fire 
equipment to reach the fire. (Photos
from Windows Live Photo Gallery and
not of the event itself)



Afterwards, a committee was formed by the
Bath Village Board to decide what to do with 
the property.  It was determined that the 167.5 
acres of forest would make a nice park.



Original Steering Committee Members: 
Ted Markham John Langendorfer Marion 
Latham Mrs. Charles Yerger
Chilton Latham Edward Noble
               
   Original Sub Committee Members:
Robert Roche Mrs. Charles Yerger
Tom Daulton Jack Kahabka
Art Flick Waldmer Vetter
Ed Humphrey Brooks Lapp
Irv Spear John Langendorfer
Stanley Martin Ted Fithian
Larry Bates Peter Robbins
Art Bell Bernard Clark
Kenneth Jessup Charles Knapp



A 14 acre site was purchased by the Village of Bath, and a 5.22 acre pond 
was built in 1966 to provide fire protection for the park, as well as a place 
for additional outdoor activities, such as fishing and nature study.



And thus, with grants and matching funds from the Village of Bath, 8 
years of planning, and the work of many, most of whom were 
volunteers, Mossy Bank Park was opened to the public by 1972.

























The original park plan determined the purpose
of the park to be picnicking, limited recreation, 
(no RVs, for example),and nature study by the
residents of and visitors to the Bath area.



The picnic facilities include 3 main pavilions in the park, one at the 
pond, and individual tables and grills here and there.







Play equipment is provided at both the park and pond locations.









Though nature study had been ongoing since the start of the park, the Mossy Bank 
Nature Center was built in 1998, through grants and fundraising of local students and 
other citizens,  to help facilitate such studies. Monthly programs are held here from April 
through October each year.  The building is also used by various organizations in the area.



In 2007, the Mossy Bank Nature Center was renamed the Ted Markham Nature Center 
in honor of Ted Markham, one of the original steering committee members, and the 
only member who has remained active to the present time. 



Amphibians and Reptiles – a program presented by a neighboring
nature center representative.



Local  native plant specialist, Matt Reisin, talking about the value of our local plants.



Author, Lee Welles, autographing books



Park Naturalist, Randy Weidner, leading a mushroom hike.



A children’s program fosters future naturalists!





























(Photo from Windows  Live Photo Gallery)





























Last, but not least, is the famous view of the Cohocton Valley from our Overlook.
This view is toward Avoca, where the hills are approximately the same height due
to originally being a plain, carved out by rivers.







The view to the right is toward Hammondsport, showing the moraines,
deposited by glaciers.







Out of the force of nature arose the beauty of nature…

Mossy Bank Park
picnicking,
            recreation

          nature study
                     and a fantastic view!



                             Informal Bibliography
Park History from Mossy Bank Study Committee Report
          and Mossy Bank Park Plan.
Photos, unless otherwise indicated, and slideshow by
          Anne Keddy.  Revised 2012.
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